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Program Schedule
Wednesday, October 21, 2020
Emcee: Jimmy Lynn, Associate Professor, McDonough School of Business,
Georgetown University
2:00 PM Check-In/Chamber Video/Sponsor Promo
Welcoming Remarks:
Vance Zavela, Co-Chair, Business Summit & Expo
Stephanie Shei, AACC Board Chairperson
Greetings/Messages: U.S. Senator Mark Warner, Commonwealth of Virginia
Greetings/Messages: U.S. Senator Tim Kaine, Commonwealth of Virginia
Greetings/Messages: Wafa Jawad, Community Outreach Representative, Office of
U.S. Senator Chris Van Hollen, Maryland
Sponsor Remarks
Victor Hoskins, President & CEO, Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
Benjamin Wu, President & CEO,
Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation
Online Networking
2:30 PM GovCon - CIO Panel
Moderator: Pallabi Saboo, CEO, Harmonia Holdings Group
G. Nagesh Rao / U.S. Department of Commerce
Jason Gray / U.S. Department of Education
Ryan Cote / U.S. Department of Transportation
3:30 PM VIP Remarks
Greetings/Messages: U.S. Congressman John Sarbanes, Maryland 3rd District
Greetings/Messages: U.S. Congressman David Trone, Maryland 6th District
Online Networking
4:30 PM See YOU Tomorrow @ 2 pm
Thursday, October 22, 2020
9:00 AM - 11:30 AM Virtual Business Expo
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM "Jewels of Asia" Chamber Awards Gala
Emcee: Jimmy Lynn, Associate Professor, McDonough School of Business,
Georgetown University
4:00 PM Check-In/Chamber Video/Sponsor Promo
Welcoming Remarks: Stephanie Shei, AACC Board Chairperson
Ken Fang and Zongwei Tao, Awards Gala Committee Co-Chairs
Dr. Cindy Shao, AACC President
4:15 PM Keynote Speaker: Secretary Elaine L. Chao, U.S. Department of Transportation
4:25 PM Awards Presentation
4:45 PM Cultural Performance - Country of India - Sheila Oak Maggin of Oak Rhythmaya Dance
4:50 PM Online Networking / Visit Online Silent Auction
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Program Schedule
5:05 PM Greetings/Messages:
Tina Wei Smith, Executive Director, White House Initiative on AAPI
5:10 PM Awards Presentation
5:30 PM Online Networking
6:00 PM See YOU Tomorrow @ 2 pm
Friday, October 23, 2020
Emcee: Deborah Brent, Marketing & Communications Consultant
Gala Committee
2:00 PM Welcoming Remarks:
Vance Zavela, Co-Chair, Business Summit & Expo
Stephanie Shei, AACC Board Chairperson
Sponsor Remarks
2:05 PM Keynote Speaker
Shigemi Ando, Counselor for Economic Affairs, Embassy of Japan
2:15 PM International Business Panel
Michele Schimpp, Deputy Associate Administrator at Office of International
Business, Small Business Administration
Ian Russ, CEO, Delta Rhino
Gerald LeMelle, Partner, Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig
3:10 PM E-Commerce Panel
Keynote Speaker - Gayathri Rajan, Vice President, Geo-Enterprises, Google
Panel Discussion
David Phillips, CEO, Jurny
Shyam Rao, Co-Founder & CEO, Punchh
Garima Agarwal, Vice President, Williams-Sonoma, Inc.
4:10 PM Online Networking
4:30 PM Event Adjourns: See YOU next year!!! Be safe & stay healthy!
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Speakers
Elaine L . Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao U.S. Secretary of Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao is currently the U.S. Secretary of Transportation.
This is her second cabinet position. She served as U.S. Secretary of Labor from 2001 to January 2009, and is the first Asian
American woman to be appointed to the President's cabinet in American history.
Secretary Chao comes to the U.S. Department of Transportation with extensive experience in the transportation sector. Early in
her career, she specialized in transportation financing in the private sector. She began her executive career in public service
working on transportation issues at the White House. She then served as Deputy Maritime Administrator, U. S. Department of
Transportation; Chairman of the Federal Maritime Commission; and, Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Transportation. As U.S. Secretary of Transportation, she is a strong advocate for safety, and the importance of infrastructure and
innovation in our nation’s economic competitiveness and growth.
Secretary Chao has a distinguished career in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors. An immigrant who arrived in America at
the age of eight speaking no English, she received her citizenship at the age of 19. Her experience transitioning to a new country
has motivated her to devote most of her professional life to ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to build better lives for
themselves and their families. As U.S. Secretary of Labor, she focused on increasing the competitiveness of America’s workforce
in a global economy, promoted job training, and set new records in workplace safety and health.
Prior to the Department of Labor, Secretary Chao was President and Chief Executive Officer of United Way of America, where
she restored public trust and confidence in one of America’s premier institutions of private charitable giving, after it had been
tarnished by financial mismanagement and abuse. Secretary Chao also served as Director of the Peace Corps, where she
established the first programs in the Baltic nations and the newly independent states of the former Soviet Union.
Secretary Chao earned her MBA from the Harvard Business School and an economics degree from Mount Holyoke College.
Honored for her extensive record of accomplishments and public service, she is the recipient of 37 honorary doctorate degrees.
Secretary Chao is a resident of Jefferson County, Kentucky. Prior to her appointment as Secretary of Transportation, she was a
Distinguished Fellow at Hudson Institute. She is the eldest of six daughters born to Dr. James S.C. Chao and the late Mrs. Ruth
Mulan Chu Chao.

Mark Warner
U.S. Senator
Commonwealth of Virginia
Senator Warner was elected to the U.S. Senate in November 2008 and reelected to a second term in November 2014. He serves
on the Senate Finance, Banking, Budget, and Rules Committees as well as the Select Committee on Intelligence, where he is the
Vice Chairman. During his time in the Senate, Senator Warner has established himself as a bipartisan leader who has worked
with Republicans and Democrats alike to cut red tape, increase government performance and accountability, and promote
private sector innovation and job creation. Senator Warner has been recognized as a national leader in fighting for our military
men and women and veterans, and in working to find bipartisan, balanced solutions to address our country's debt and deficit.
From 2002 to 2006, he served as Governor of Virginia. When he left office in 2006, Virginia was ranked as the best state for
business, the best managed state, and the best state in which to receive a public education. The first in his family to graduate
from college, Mark Warner spent 20 years as a successful technology and business leader in Virginia before entering public
office. An early investor in the cellular telephone business, he co - founded the company that became Nextel and invested in
hundreds of start - up technology companies that created tens of thousands of jobs.
Senator Warner and his wife Lisa Collis live in Alexandria, Virginia. They have three daughters.
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Tim Kaine
U.S. Senator
Commonwealth of Virginia

Senator Tim Kaine was elected to the Senate in 2012 and serves on the Armed Services; Budget; Foreign Relations; and Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committees. Tim has made boosting job opportunities for everyone a top priority. As co chair of the bipartisan Career and Technical Education (CTE) Caucus, Tim focuses on expanding access to job - training programs
to ensure that students of all ages are prepared with the skills they need for the jobs of the modern economy. Tim has also led
successful efforts in the Senate to reduce unemployment for military families and veterans. As a Senator from one of the states
most closely connected to the military and the father of a Marine, Tim is focused on crafting smart defense strategy and
reducing the risk of unnecessary war. He works to ensure that the military has the resources it needs to keep the country safe
and that servicemembers and veterans receive the benefits and care they have earned. He has also been the leading voice
against Presidents starting wars without a vote by Congress. Tim believes that health care is a right, not something reserved just
for those who can afford it, and has consistently pushed for reforms to expand access to quality care. This includes legislation to
give Americans more options for affordable health insurance and to combat the opioid abuse epidemic. Tim grew up working in
his father’s ironworking shop in Kansas City. His parents taught him the value of hard work and showed him how small
businesses and technical skills strengthen this country every day. After graduating from the University of Missouri, he started
his public service career by running a technical school founded by Jesuit missionaries in Honduras. He trained teenagers to
become carpenters and welders, equipping them with skills to lift up themselves and their communities. He was first elected to
office in 1994, serving as a city councilmember and then Mayor of Richmond. He became Lieutenant Governor of Virginia in
2002 and was inaugurated as Virginia’s 70th Governor in 2006. He is married to Anne Holton, who served as Virginia Secretary
of Education from 2014 until 2016 and as the Interim President of George Mason University from 2019 until 2020; she now
teaches education policy at GMU. They both revel in the adventures of their three grown children and live in the same Northside
Richmond neighborhood where they moved as newlyweds more than 30 years ago.

John Sarbanes
U.S. Congressman
Maryland 3rd District

Congressman John Sarbanes has represented Maryland’s Third Congressional District in the U.S. Congress since 2007. He
currently serves on the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, in addition to the House Subcommittee on Health, the
House Subcommittee on Energy and the House Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations. Congressman Sarbanes also
serves on the House Oversight and Reform Committee and its Subcommittee on Government Operations. Since 2017, he has
chaired the Democracy Reform Task Force, a bold effort in the House of Representatives to build a government that puts the
public's interests ahead of special interests.
Born and raised in Baltimore, Congressman Sarbanes has experience working in the private, public and nonprofit sectors. He and
his family live in Towson, giving him the opportunity to drive home every night and hear from people he serves in Congress.
Listening to their concerns allows him to better represent Maryland and has shaped his work in the House of Representatives.

David Trone
U.S. Congressman
Maryland 6th District

Congressman David Trone was elected in 2018 to serve Maryland's Sixth Congressional District, which includes all or part of
Montgomery, Frederick, Garrett, Allegany, and Washington Counties. David serves on the Education and Labor, Foreign Affairs,
and Joint Economic Committees, where he is fighting to make progress on issues that matter to Marylanders, including the
opioid epidemic, criminal justice reform, and funding for mental health research.
David grew up on a chicken and hog farm with his mother, a grade school teacher, and his father, a WWII veteran and member of
the U.S. Army Reserves. Though the family lost the farm to bankruptcy, David was given an opportunity through

4

education. He earned a Bachelor's degree from Furman University and a Master's in Business Administration (MBA) from the
Wharton School of Business by taking out student loans.
It was in graduate school that he met his wife, June, and opened his first store selling soda and beer. Through a lot of hard work
and good fortune, that single store grew into a business with more than 200 stores in 24 states and 7,000 employees
nationwide-650 of whom are in Montgomery County in Maryland. It is this expertise in business and management that David
brings to his time in Congress.
David lives in Montgomery County with his wife June. They have four children: Michelle, Julie, Natalie, and Rob, and three dogs:
Lyndon, Hubert, and Lola

Tina Wei Smith
Executive Director
White House Initiative on AAPI

Tina Wei Smith was appointed as the eighth Executive Director of the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders (WHIAAPI) on December 9, 2019. In this capacity, Ms. Smith is responsible for directing the efforts of the Initiative and
of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPIs), including overseeing an Interagency
Working Group. She is also responsible for advising federal agency leadership on the implementation and coordination of federal
programs as they relate to AAPIs across the federal government. The Initiative, which is co-chaired by Secretary of Commerce
Wilbur L. Ross and Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao, works to broaden Asian American and Pacific Islander access to
economic resources and opportunities and thus empower AAPIs to improve the quality of their lives, raise the standard of living
of their families and communities, and more fully participate in our economy.
Prior to joining the Initiative, Ms. Smith spent over 5 years at Asbury University as the first director of the Global Engagement
Office. In this role, Ms. Smith created new international education initiatives and curriculum to increase cross-cultural
understanding and prepare students for an increasingly global economy. Ms. Smith previously worked at The Heritage
Foundation in the Office of Distinguished Fellow, Elaine L. Chao. She previously served at the U.S. Department of Labor in the
Office of the Secretary and the Office of Public Liaison. She also served in the U.S. House of Representatives and staffed
Congressman Rodney P. Frelinghuysen (NJ-11).
Ms. Smith immigrated to the United States with her parents at a very young age, and she acquired her U.S. citizenship in high
school. Despite her family’s humble beginnings and the challenges of being newcomers, she witnessed first-hand how she and
her family have been blessed by the many opportunities here in America. As a result, Ms. Smith has committed herself to public
service and giving back to help others access opportunities to improve their lives and their future.
Ms. Smith is a 2015 Fulbright grant recipient, where she spent time supporting international education and bridging
partnerships between universities. Ms. Smith is a graduate of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (B.A.) and the
University of Michigan (Master of Public Policy and M.A. in Higher Education). Ms. Smith and her husband, Kevin, call Kentucky
home and they are proud parents to three young children.

Shigemi Ando
Counselor for Economic Affairs
Embassy of Japan
Shigemi Ando Counselor for Economic Affairs Embassy of Japan Mr. Shigemi Ando was appointed as a Counselor for Economic
Affairs at the Embassy of Japan in August 2019. Since joining Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1999, he has served various
positions, including Economic Affairs, Development and South East Asia, as well as the Executive Assistant to the State Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Nobuo Kishi. Prior to coming to D.C., he also served as a Counselor for Economic Affairs at the Embassy
of Japan in Indonesia. He has a Bachelor of Arts from Amherst College in the United States, and studied law at Kyoto University.

Gayathri Rajan
Vice President
Geo-Enterprises, Google
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Gayathri Rajan is the VP for Google’s Geo Enterprise efforts. She gets to work with some of the brightest technical, product and
business minds to build an enterprise business that has impact at world scale. Prior to joining Google, Gayathri worked in
engineering and product management positions at companies including Unilever, Air Products and The Vanguard Group. From
soap to liquid nitrogen to mutual funds, there was always a way to make things better with technology! Gayathri holds degrees in
Chemical Engineering (Cambridge University) and Computer Science (University of Pennsylvania), as well as an MBA from
Stanford University. Her greatest technical accomplishment is raising two girls who know more computer science than she does!

Benjamin Wu
President and CEO
Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation

As the President and Chief Executive Officer of MCEDC, Ben Wu leads the economic development of Maryland’s
largest jurisdiction, which comprises 25% of the state’s economy and has a GDP greater than 13 states. A Montgomery County
native, Ben is an accomplished executive with over three decades of professional experience leading operations at the highest
levels of our nation and state.
An internationally recognized technology policy expert, Ben brings to MCEDC a dynamic portfolio of promoting economic
competitiveness. He has a distinguished career focused on technology-led economic growth, as well as a proven record of driving
transformative initiatives and creating partnership alliances with industry, government, and academia.
Ben is focused on bolstering collaborations with state and national partners while also working with local and regional
stakeholders to strengthen Montgomery County’s economy, grow jobs, and support business expansion. He is
positioning MCEDC to help lead the change in the County’s economic eco system and competitiveness strategies.
Previously, Ben played a leadership role in the significant reforms to Maryland’s economic development structure and business
friendliness that delivered record growth and the state’s lowest unemployment rate in over a decade. Under Governor Larry
Hogan, Ben served as the Commerce Deputy Secretary and Chief Operating Officer. He helped forward the Governor’s
economic agenda, championed the Maryland Open for Business campaign, and led the creation of the state’s Department of
Commerce. He worked with the General Assembly and key stake holders to execute a bold economic development strategic plan
that focused on operational excellence through exceptional customer service, a more competitive business climate,
advancement of innovation and entrepreneurship, and expansion of international trade.
Ben is a former U.S. Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce and U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Technology Policy
under President George W. Bush. Head ministered the nation’s technology and innovation strategy and exercised supervisory
management over the National Institute of Standards and Technology ,the nation’s oldest federal laboratory. Ben also served as
the Co-Chair of the National Science and Technology Council Committee on Technology, which led interagency coordination on
national priorities with federal laboratories including the National Institutes of Health and regulatory agencies such as the Food
and Drug Administration.
Prior to joining the executive branch, Ben worked in the U.S. Congress, serving as counsel for 13 years to Montgomery County
Congresswoman Connie Morella and the Technology Subcommittee of the House Science Committee, which
she chaired, overseeing the nation’s technology development and international competitiveness

Victor Hoskins
President and CEO
Fairfax County Economic Development Corporation
Victor Hoskins joined the Fairfax County (Va.) Economic Development Authority(FCEDA)as president and CEO on August 5,
2019. Previously, he was the director of Arlington(Va.)Economic Development since 2015. In that role he is most known for
leading the team that successfully attracted Amazon HQ2 to Arlington County, a deal that will bring between 25,000and
37,850Amazonjobs to Arlington, stimulate creation of another 75,000 jobs in the Washington region, and generate between
$3.2 and $4.8 billion in revenue for the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Since he arrived at the FCEDA, Google, Facebook, Amazon Web Services and the global law firm of King & Spalding have
announced locations in Fairfax County, and Microsoft announced a400,000-square foot software R&D center that will have
1,500 employees. This is the largest transaction in Northern Virginia for 2020.
Under Mr. Hoskins’ leadership, Arlington County successfully implemented an Innovation Strategy that moved it toward
technology and private-sector commercialization. Other successes in Arlington include Nestlé, Grant Thornton, Lidl,
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MasterCard, Deloitte, PBS and Opower-Oracle.
Previously, Mr. Hoskins worked in private real estate investment on Wall Street. He also served as deputy mayor of economic
development for the District of Columbia, during which time heled the turnaround of the District’s economy with projects such as
The Wharf and City Center. During his career, his work has resulted in almost 375,000 jobs, and he has led the teams
that negotiated more than 700 major business deals resulting in billions of dollars in private investment.
Hoskins received the 2019 Ronald Kirby Award for Collaborative Leadership from the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments. Virginia Business magazine named him one of the “100 people to meet in 2020,” and the Washington Business
Journal included him in its “Power 100 class of 2019.” Previously, the Washington Business Journal recognized him for his role in
securing the Amazon and Nestle deals, and the D.C. Building Industry Association recognized him in 2014 and 2013 for leadership
in economic development.
He holds a master’s degree in city planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a bachelor's degree with honors
from Dartmouth College.

Pallabi Saboo
CEO
Harmonia Holdings Group
Pallabi Saboo is the CEO for Harmonia Holdings Group, LLC. She has an extensive track record of building and operating
successful technology and technology related services companies. She acquired Harmonia in 2006 and since then has grown it
aggressively as it seeks to develop specialized technologies and technology-enabled services geared toward the federal and
commercial sectors. She is an entrepreneur with a unique understanding of technology as well as business and strategic issues.
Among her many honors, Pallabi serves on the boards of Asian American Chamber of Commerce, TiE DC, Army Science Board
(that advises the Secretary of Defense, Secretary of the Army, and Chief of Staff of Army on scientific and technological matters)
and she serves on NVTCs executive circle. Pallabi also has served for 8 years on the Virginia Governor’s Board for Small Business
Financing Authority, an honor she has uniquely held under both Democratic and Republican governors. Some recognitions
Pallabi has been fortunate enough to enjoy include: being named one of the top twenty-five female CEOs in DELMARVA (2008),
Smart 100 CEOs (2009, 2010), Technical Trail blazer Federal Contractor (2011), Featured in Forbes (2013), Federal 100(2014),
and Entrepreneur of the Year finalist (2015).
Under her leadership, Harmonia has enjoyed many honors as well: Top 12 Companies to Watch in VA(2011), Fast 50 Asian
American Companies (2013), Inc 5000 List of Fastest Growing Companies (2009-2019),Virginia’s Fantastic 50 Companies (2019,
2020), Northern Virginia Technology Council Tech100 company (2019), and awarded the prestigious Tibbett’s award for
innovative technologies commercialization in the White House (2013).
Pallabi is an electronics engineer and has an MBA, with a specialization in marketing, from Virginia Tech, where she was awarded
a Cunningham Fellowship. The University has also honored her as a Lifetime Golden Hokie, a distinguished alumnus, and a
member of the Ut Prosim Society. A philanthropist, Pallabi is a Paul Harris Fellow as well as a member of Arch Klumph Society of
highest donors of the Rotary Foundation supporting social causes worldwide. Pallabi also supports the U.S. Veterans
employment and training services via NVTC and Children’s’ Education via Pratham.

G. Nagesh Rao
CIO Panel
U.S. Department of Commerce

G. Nagesh Rao currently serves as Chief Information Officer (Acting) for the Bureau of Industry and Security within the US
Department of Commerce. Most recently he was Director of Business Technology Solutions (BiTS) at the US Small Business
Administration’s(SBA) Office of the Chief Information Officer, and prior to Chief Technologist & Entrepreneur in
Residence within SBA’s Office of Investment & Innovation.
Over the last 20 years, Nagesh has worked for numerous organizations in the public, private, and not for profit sectors.
During his time in the public-sector, he co-developed programmatic endeavors such as i6 Green, Patents for Humanity,
USAID’s-SBAR Program, and SBA’s Growth Accelerator Fund Competition. Furthermore he oversaw the creation and
issuance of 5major interagency policy committee reports, regarding the SBIR/STTR programs, for US Congress on behalf of
SBA and White House-OSTP; as well he led the revamp and modernization of SBA’s digital platforms including SBIR.gov and
SBA.gov. Additionally, Nagesh oversaw technology direction, as part of SBA’s COVID-19 leadership response team, with
respect to the agency’s Virtual Command Center, PPP and EIDL endeavors as part of the historic CARES Act efforts.
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Nagesh’s musings (written and oratorical) have been featured and/or quoted via Wired, TechCrunch, WAMC-NPR, The Scientist,
The National Academies, The Hill, FedTech Magazine, DC Inno, Technically DC, NextGov, Daily Mirror (Sri Lankan version),
Financial Times (Sri Lankan version), and The Courier-Journal.
Nagesh is a 2004 Mirzayan Fellow of The National Academies and a 2016 USA Eisenhower Fellow. Among many accolades that
Nagesh has received over the years, prominent ones include the Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Samman & Hind Rattan awards from the
NRI Welfare Society ,ACT-IAC Collaboration Award, BT 150, DC Inno 50 on Fire,2019 Gears of Government, and the RPI Alumni
Key Award

Jason Gray
CIO Panel
U.S. Department of Education

Jason Gray was selected in May 2016 to serve as the U. S. Department of Education’s chief information officer(CIO). In this
position he oversees an information technology (IT) portfolio of $689 million in programs. As the CIO, Gray serves as
a principal advisor to the under secretary, deputy secretary, and secretary with respect to the astute use of IT to exceed the
expectations of the Department's customers. He serves as the day-to-day lead for coordinating and managing the various
functions within Office of the Chief Information Officer, coordinates with and provides advice to the Department's
senior leadership regarding IT, information management, information assurance, and website activities management and
operations.
Prior to his selection as CIO, Gray serves as the associate chief information officer for the Department of Transportation (DOT),
where he provided executive leadership on IT policy and oversight for information governance, compliance, and departmental
policy, as well as managed DOT’s $3.5 billion IT portfolio.
Gray has held several leadership roles in the information technology and health care administration fields. He has more
than 20 years of experience in the planning, development, delivery, and monitoring of technical solutions that address the needs
of his customers in support of their missions.
Gray received his M.B.A. from Colorado Technical University, completed the Key Executive Leadership Certificate at American
University, and holds a variety of technical and professional certifications, including the Project Management Professional (PMP)
and Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) certifications.

Ryan Cote
CIO Panel
U.S. Department of Transportation

Ryan Cote was named Chief Information Officer (CIO) of the U.S. Department of Transportation by United States
Department of Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao. As the CIO, he is the principle advisor to the Secretary on
all information technology related matters.
New to government, Ryan comes to the Department from Gartner, Inc., the world’s leading information technology research
and advisory company. Gartner provides senior leaders across the enterprise with the indispensable insights, advice and tools
they need to achieve their mission-critical priorities and build the organizations of tomorrow. At Gartner, Ryan served as a
CIO Executive Partner, advising global CIOs in its Executive Partners program. Gartner serves CIOs and Enterprise leaders
around the world in more than 15,000 organizations in 100+ countries.
Prior to Gartner, Ryan’s career spans over 2 decades of IT leadership in the private sector. Ryan helped launch and
successfully exited two tech startups, was a Senior IT Practice Consultant for IBM technologies, and held various IT
Leadership positions for Surge Staffing, Contract Lumber, McGraw Hill Companies, and TRW/Northrop Grumman in
Columbus, OH. He began his IT career at HP and was instrumental in both M&A and Y2K effort sat Digital Corp, Compaq and
HP.
A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, Ryan earned an Executive Masters in Technology Management from Columbia University
and earned several degrees from Franciscan University in Ohio-an MS in Administration, a BS in History and Education.
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Brandon Hughes
Founder
FAO Global
Brandon Hughes is a Global Strategy Adviser and the Founder of FAO Global, a boutique international business consultancy. FAO
Global enables international expansion through an extensive consultant and partner network in established and emerging
markets. Brandon brings more than a decade of experience working on international projects, most recently, China, Mongolian,
Myanmar, and Europe. He also served for 8 years as U.S. Army Officer and was deployed to Afghanistan in 2015 as a cultural
advisor. Brandon brings a wealth of knowledge helping private and public businesses adapt their business models to local
markets and work through cultural and geopolitical challenges. Brandon holds an L.L.M. in International Relations from Tsinghua
University and a B.S. in International Business. He is completing his international finance-focused EMBA through Columbia
Business School in April 2021.

Michelle Schimpp
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of International Business, Small Business Administration

Michele Schimpp is the Deputy Associate Administrator for the Office of International Trade and has over 20 years of
experience managing U.S. government organizations and start-up operations related to global job creation, competitiveness
and economic growth. She has worked with the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the U.S. State
Department, and the U.S. House of Representatives, leading programs and partnerships with the private sector, foundations,
universities, federal and state agencies, as well as foreign legislatures and governments.
Michele served on the senior leadership team that established the U.S. Global Development Lab, a new entity within USAID
to apply science, technology, innovation and partnerships to help hundreds of millions of people lift themselves out of
extreme poverty. As the Director for Mission Engagement and Operations, she was responsible for the Lab’s engagement of
more than 80 country missions overseas, as well as human resources and budget operations.
Prior to the Lab’s establishment, Michele Schimpp served as Chief Operating Officer of USAID’s Office of Science and
Technology, a predecessor organization to the Lab. For several years before, Michele served on the senior leadership team
that established USAID’s Office of Afghanistan and Pakistan Affairs, serving as Deputy Assistant to the Administrator during
a period when USAID contributed to the civilian surge through increased staff and programs. She represented USAID’s work
in Afghanistan and Pakistan before government agencies, Congress, international donors, the U.N., interest groups, research
and academia. Over the previous four years, Michele held senior management positions with USAID and the State
Department, leading groups of experts on economic growth, infrastructure, energy, humanitarian assistance,
agriculture, health, education, democracy and governance. She supported missions in Asia and the Middle East and developed
public-private partnerships to respond to the Sichuan earthquake and to support women’s leadership in Muslim countries.
A Foreign Service Officer for ten years, Michele served in Haiti from 1995-1999. She has a M.A. in Latin American Studies
from the University of California at Berkeley and a B.A. in International Affairs from George Washington University.

Ian Russ
CEO
Delta Rhino
Ian Russ manages investment activities across Delta Rhino Capital’s funds and direct investments.
Prior to Delta Rhino Capital, Ian was the Chief Investment Officer of PCFC Investments and responsible for the firm’s real estate
and venture strategies. Earlier, as a Director and Asset Manager at one of Dubai’s sovereign wealth entities, he oversaw a global
multi-billion-dollar investment portfolio. Previously, as Assistant Vice President at North Marq Capital, Ian structured
over$4billionof project-based debt and equity investments through a network of institutional capital sources and
government agencies.
Ian graduated magna cum laude from Loyola University Chicago with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and International
Business.
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Gerald LeMelle
Partner
Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig
Gerald LeMelle is a Partner at Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig. He has more than 30 years of experience in immigration law and helps
corporations, finance professionals, investors and startups to achieve their corporate and financial goals through investing
money or in talent here in the United States. He specializes in investor and employment-based visas such as L-I and H1-b, E-2 and
EB-5 visas.
Gerald was raised in Africa and Europe, so he fully understands the challenges facing foreign nationals in this country. Gerald
began his career as attorney for the largest for the largest international visitor program in the United States. Soon he became a
leading advocate for immigration reform and human rights while serving as Deputy Executive Director of Amnesty International
from 1995-2007 and Executive Director of Africa Action, the former U.S. Committee on Africa from 2007-2010. His work
has appeared in a number of newspapers, magazines, and professional journals, and he was a regular on CNN, CNN International,
C-Span, Voice of America, Al-Jazeera, and the BBC as well as scores of local television and radio broadcasts across the country.
Gerald now brings his passion, determination, and unique insights to Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig and to our clients. Taken with the
entrepreneurial spirit at Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig, he enjoys combining his advocacy for immigrants’ rights, experience with
immigration law and the talent at the firm to provide a full array of corporate, financial and family services to clients.
He teaches a course on Immigration Law for the Virginia Bar’s Continuing Legal Education program. Gerald earned his B.A, at
Wesleyan University and his J.D. at the Georgetown University Law Center. He is a member of the New York Bar, the District of
Columbia Bar and the American Immigration Lawyers Association.

April Huang
Founder & CEO
Martecana

April Huang is the founder & CEO of Martecana, a digital marketing company. She combines her experience to create a platform
that provides data-driven solutions to increase the online presence of companies.
Before her time at Martecana, April held roles at top companies such as eBay, eHarmony, Thermo Fisher Scientific, and many
more. From her various positions at these businesses, she has garnered valuable industry experience and knowledge in the
eCommerce and marketing industry to help elevate any company to a new level. April also received her MBA from the University
of California, Los Angeles and her MS in Statistics and BA in Information Management from Renmin University of China.
April does public talks and webinars on business and marketing topics regularly. She also enjoys community services related
to business and kids education

Shyam Rao
Co-Founder & CEO
Punchh

Shyam Rao is the Co-Founder and CEO of Punchh, the world leader in delivering dynamic, one-to-one customer engagement
through artificial intelligence, mobile-first expertise, and omnichannel communications for restaurants and retailers.
Punchh’s solutions are designed to guide consumers through their lifecycle from customer to loyalist, delighting them along the
way, and dramatically increasing lifetime customer value. Nearly 200 global enterprise brands rely on Punchh to grow revenue by
building customer relationships.
Previously, Shyam held various senior positions at Motorola in its CDMA and WiMAX divisions. His experience at Motorola led him
to co-found LoCognition, a mobile location based services (LBS) startup focused on aggregating and standardizing access
to subscribers through a proprietary platform across different cellular networks.
Shyam holds a Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering from the University of Toronto and an MBA from the University of
Chicago.
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David Phillips
CEO
Jurny
David Phillips is the co-founder and President of Jurny, a hospitality tech company offering SaaS-based management solutions
designed to accommodate the evolving needs and expectations of the modern traveler. David has over 10 years of experience in
sales, marketing and business development. In his early 20s, he was responsible for building global brands that amassed tens of
millions in sales and entered negotiations for major entertainment production deals. David has been responsible for over $75
million in licensed consumer product sales over the course of his career.
David co-founded Guest Wiser, now Jurny, with Luca Zambello in 2017. The duo boots trapped the company prior to raising
more than $4.9M in funding to build technology and develop a complex infrastructure designed to remotely operate thousands
of professionally run short-term units with minimal staff. The company now operates in five markets managing the
highest reviewed and revenue-generating units in the industry year-over-year.

Garima Agarwal
Vice President
Williams-Sonoma, Inc.

Garima is a technology leader passionate about innovation and disruption. She has been leading the charge of technology
innovation and strategy in the retail industry leveraging technologies such as machine learning, robotics, wearables, block chains,
etc. She started her career in the Telecom sector with a Masters in Telecom and Software Engineering from Illinois Institute of
Technology, but has spent the better part of this decade in retail, and industry reverberating with digital transformation, which
she finds fascinating.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cultural Performance
Sheila Oak Maggin
Oak Rhythmaya Dance

Sheila Oak Maggin, is a classical trained dancer in the Northern Indian Classical form of Kathak which dates back
to 500 BCE. She was the first noted dancer to complete her formal graduation on the entire East Coast of this
unique dance form in 2002. Sheila is also a noted Bollywood, Middle Eastern, and hip hop trained dancer and
received her minor in dance from George Mason University. She currently is a finance professional and also
manages all 150 students in the Kathak and MD Bollywood branches of Rhythmaya. NPR
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Virtual Business Expo
Exhibitor List
M&T Bank
Bank of America Private Bank
World Insurance Associates
BGE
Dominion Energy
Capital Bank
Weris
ANA
Cherry Bekaert
Capstar Commercial Realty
State Farm
Mobomo
Basis Independent McLEAN
Chesterbrook Academy
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation
Arlington Economic Development
Epoch Times
WQER 96.7
VPrint
Cyrobe, LLC
Dot Incorporation
Dr. Tail
Fairfax County Office of Procurement
Full Dive Technology Co., LTD
U.S. Small Business Administration
City of Rockville
Chugh
U.S. EEOC
Lerch, Ealry & Brewer Chtd
The Mather
Chinese Culture Institute
Montgomery County Office of Procurement
OSDBU, U.S. Department of Transportation
Fairfax County Department of Economic Initiatives
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2020 “Jewels of Asia”
Chamber Awards Gala
Honorees
Member of the Year
John Lin, Capstar Commercial Realty
Business of the Year (50 or less employees)
World Insurance Associates
Business of the Year (51 and more employees)
Bank of America Private Bank
BB&T-now Truist
Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Huan Vo, Celebrating Your Moments Now
Chamber Partner of the Year
Arlington Economic Development
Asian Business Leader
Pallabi Saboo - Harmonia Holdings Group, LLC
Champions of Diversity Award
Booz Allen Hamilton
Corporate Social Responsibility Award
SD Solutions, LLC
Sevatec, Inc
Chairman/President Award
Ken Fang, Mobomo, LLC
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2020 “Jewels of Asia”
Chamber Awards Gala

Visit Auction Website
https://aaccgalaauction.afrogs.org
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Asian American
Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors

